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Description of the Deliverable n. 15 of Work Package 6 

This deliverable, included in Annex I of the Grant Agreement for the Project Less-Water Bev. 

Tech (ECO/13/630314), regards the “Workshops organization”. This workshop, scheduled on 

April 2017, was organised during the GULFOOD MANUFACTURING Exhibition in Dubai 

(UAE) on November 7-9
th

 2016 (http://www.gulfoodmanufacturing.com). Since it is the most 

important sectorial exhibition in the MENA area, the Partnership decided to organise the 

workshop a few months in advance, in order to take the occasion to present the technology 

implemented in the project to some possible and interested clients.  

Below some figures regarding the 2016 edition: 

 1,500 exhibitors (+ 40% increase over the first edition)  

 58 participating countries  

 80,000 m² of exhibition surface  

 48 official country pavilions  

 32,000 visitors from 158 countries (+11% up on 2015) 

 

These figures show that this market is growing fast and becoming strategic for all the MENA 

region. According to a Report released at this year’s show, the GCC’s food import bill will 

double over the next few years to a value of US $53.1 billion, making it vital in terms of food 

security and economic diversification that the region establishes a broader, more sophisticated 

and sustainable food manufacturing base across the GCC food sector. 

Furthermore, the Dubai Industrial Strategy launched by the Vice President and Prime Minister 

of the UAE and the Ruler of Dubai, is a multi-faceted policy that aims to elevate Dubai into a 

global platform for knowledge-based, sustainable and innovation-focused businesses.  

 

Minutes 

A DUE was present at Gulfood Manufacturing 

Exibition with its 30 sqm stand (ZABEEL HALL - 

STAND N. Z2-E97), where Project logo, 

promotional panels and flyers were clearly visible. 

The workshop started with a general introduction on 

the importance to save water not only in the 

industrial contexts but also in the everyday life. The 

increase in demand for water is provided mainly by the manufacturing sector, for the 

http://www.gulfoodmanufacturing.com/
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production of electricity and for domestic use. Financial supports to help saving water, 

especially on the food and beverage sector, are then highly desirable in the next years. 

 

 

 

A DUE launched the NIAGARA DAY on November 7
th

 2016, by organising on its booth 

some multiple dedicated workshops (starting at h. 10.30, h. 13.00, h. 15.30), to show and 

discuss with the major stakeholders of the MENA region the latest results of the advanced 

research project coming from the industrial tests carried on the pilot plant installed at CCdP 

(Consorzio Casalasco del Pomodoro). 

The stakeholders and potential clients, coming from the main countries of MENA region 

(among which UAE, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Sudan, Bahrein, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, 

Giordania, Lebanon, Turkey, Yemen, etc.) were invited to the workshops through a dedicated 

newsletter.  

The multiple workshop was carried out by Mr. Paolo Ferrari (A DUE Technical sales office), 

followed by one-to-one meetings during which those stakeholders who were interested to 

deepen the technology shared their specific needs, expectations and thought regarding the 
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water saving technology together with Mr. Paolo Ferrari and Mr. Luca Moschini (A DUE 

sales area manager). These bilateral meetings were very helpful for the collection of the 

stakeholders’ feedbacks. 

Mr. Ferrari explained the project goals, its 

innovative combination of technologies, and 

the most significant results of the industrial 

tests carried on the pilot plant, pointing out 

that reaching a water recovery efficiency of 

over 60% is possible in every indusrtrial 

contexts (for  the details, please see the 

attached presentation). 

Indeed, the Less-Water Bev.Tech project and 

its practical implications have attracted 

considerable interests, especially for those potential customers from the areas of the Middle 

East and Africa where there is the real problem of water scarcity, since the water resources are 

becoming a critical factor for the to the livelihoods. 

 

The most frequently asked questions have been the following:  

Q: What are the characteristics of the waters coming out from the treatment system and how 

can they be used? 

A: The results obtained are well satisfactory since 

they confirm that the water obtained by the treatment 

is suitable for various industrial applications (boilers, 

replenishment, etc.). As regards the reuse of water as 

an ingredient for the preparation of beverages, it is 

technically possible, but one should always refer to 

current regulations in each country. Also, some of the 

important brands, for their internal policy, does not 

allow to use the recovery water coming from 

production process discharges (e.g. discharges from the washing steps and bottles rinsing). 

 

Q: How can be assured that the quality of water coming from the treatment system meets the 

standard parameters for waters to be used as an ingredient for drinks and / or waters to be 

bottled? 
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A: At the end of the test phase of the pilot plant, the treatment will be validated for the main 

types of pollutants present in the beverage industry. 

 

Q: Does arriving to a zero exhaust system is possible? 

A: In theory, this is possible, because a concentrated water stream is generated by the water 

treatment and it can be almost completely recovered. To do this, it is necessary to apply 

technologies which can be costly and energy-consuming, but appropriate in certain contexts 

where the energy sources are provided at a low cost. 

 

Q: How can cost the water treatment system according to different flow rates to be treated? 

A: Since the system is “tailor-made”, a careful evaluation of the operating conditions of the 

industrial plant is to be done before, in order to define the quality and the quantity of waters to 

treat and recovery. This is to consider not only the qualitative aspects, but also the intended 

and/or allowed uses by legislation or internal policies. 

 

From the comparison with clients who collect 

water from the public network, it emerged that 

the cost of water is steadily increasing over the 

years, due to the application of rising taxes 

affecting the treatment of water purification 

(today the cost is almost $ 6.00 per cubic 

meter). Reducing the water withdrawals in 

these situations implies considerable costs 

savings, with short pay-offs on the potential 

cost of the water treatment system. Making the 

food and drink sector more environmentally 

friendly and sustainable will not only help in 

achieving environmental goals, but also help to 

improve the sector's overall competitiveness. 

Almost all the parameters tested in the water 

treatment system respect the clients’ standards, 

demonstrating that the functionalities are good. 

Further tests are envisaged to be carried out in 

the next few weeks. 
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The event was promoted also on the exhibition website and through a dedicated advertisement 

on a technical editorial in a specialised magazine (Italian Food & beverage Technology - 

http://www.chiriottieditori.it/it/italian-food-beverage-technology.html) shared during the 

exhibition.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chiriottieditori.it/it/italian-food-beverage-technology.html
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This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. The contents 

of this publication are the sole responsibility of the partners project and can in no way be 

taken to reflect the views of the European Union. 


